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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 edition. Excerpt: . has to pull down the bucket to make it descend into the well;
the counterbalance assisting him in hoisting up the bucket when full; and thus, by apportioning his eIorts, he
doubles his eIective force at the time he needs it. The application of the pole as a lever for moving weights, or
for turning dver the trunk of a tree, might suggest its further use, combined with a rope, to obtain mechanical
power; the author has seen old seamen, in case of need, resort to such a contrivance, and make, as they termed
it, a purchase, with a plain wooden roller (part indeed of a firtree trunk), a rope, and two handspikes, and, by
the skilful combination of these materials over a hatchway, accomplish what the united strength of all hands
failed to eIect without such assistance. A little in advance of this, is the mode of hoisting timber common
throughout all the North of Europe, and sometimes used by our woodmen in England, by means of the lever
and axle attached to the three legs or triangle --a tripod, formed of three poles, secured by a rope or shackle at
the top. The end of one handspike or spoke, being occasionally thrust through the axle or windlass, rests upon
the ground and stops it from unwinding, forming a simple but eIectual check. This same primitive windlass is
still used by the Chinese for weighing anchor, even in their largest junks. A...
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