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Determined to punish the greedy parties who used cheap materials and caused the deaths of hundreds, Decius
sets out to exact justice. It is easier said than done, especially when bodies and evidence go missing, and his
family pressures him to cease the investigation. As he seeks out the politicians, philosophers, and tradesmen of
the day, it becomes clear that the collapse of the building was deliberate, and Decius could be going after some
of the most powerful men in Rome. In this eighth installment of the series, Roberts once again provides
authentic detail in the everyday Roman customs, as well as a fascinating picture of the growing unsteadiness of
this famed Republic.
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