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Excerpt: . Chapter XX. NETTING, LEGAL AND ILLEGAL,
OBSTRUCTIONS AND POLLUTIONS. The bag and stake nets
that fish round the Scotch coasts have been so numerously
increased, and so improved in construction, that unless some
limit is placed by law on their numbers, they must slowly but
surely exhaust the supply of sea trout and salmon; for,
notwithstanding that the number of the nets has been doubled
during the last twenty years, the close time has remained the
same! Therefore if, when there were only one thousand nets
working on the coasts, it was thought necessary to provide a
close time of thirty-six hours each week, surely it follows, now
that there are two thousand nets at work, that the close time
should be extended to meet the increase of the nets, and until
this is done, the greater will be the falling off each...
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