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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .of the region. For several hundred miles thence the scenery again
becomes monotonous. But the end of the sudd is passed at last, and 250 miles from the Sobat confluence the
steamer approaches Khartoum and the confluences with the famous Blue Nile, whose course from the
Ethiopian highland roof we have already marked in Abyssinia. Enclosed in the triangular-shaped territory
between the White and Blue Niles is the territory of El Gezira, the most fertile portion of the Soudan, and here
great irrigation works are being carried out for the purpose of cotton cultivation. A sum of 3,000,000 was
granted by the British Government for this purpose. The Nile is navigable only at high water through the
cataracts, between Assuan and Khartoum, and at the flood periods steamers traverse the entire river from the
Mediterranean to Fort Berkeley, a distance of nearly 3000 miles. Continuing our journey down-stream from
Khartoum we reach the last tributary of the Nile, whose confluence is 200 miles below the city. This is the
Atbara, the Bahr-el-Aswad, or Black River, whose source is in Abyssinia, the river flowing across the Nubian
plains. Notwithstanding its great volume, the Atbara runs dry after the rain, and numerous creatures--fish,
crocodiles, turtles and hippopotami--are imprisoned in the isolated pools it leaves. Between the Atbara and the
Blue Nile lies the enclosed land known in ancient history as the Island Before reaching the Atbara, and about
fifty miles below Khartoum, we pass the sixth cataract, where...
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