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illustrated. 1849 Excerpt: . . . of the food-receiving animal. Besides the more extended knowledge of the
wonderful formation of the animated coral stocks, there have been gradually established more accurate views
respecting the influence exercised by corals on other departments of nature--on the elevation of groups of low
islands above the level of the sea--on the migrations of land-plants and the successive extension of the domains
of particular Floras--and, lastly, in some parts of the ocean, on the diffusion of races of men, and the spread of
particular languages. As minute organic creatures living in society, corals do indeed perform an important part
in the general economy of nature, although they do not, as was begun to be believed at the time of Cooks
voyages, enlarge continents and build up islands from fathomless depths of the ocean. They excite the liveliest
interest, whether considered as subjects of physiology and of the study of the gradation of animal forms, or
whether they are regarded in reference to their influence on the geography of plants, and on the geological
relations of the crust of the earth. According to the great views of Leopold von Buch, the whole formation of the
Jura consists of largo raised coral-banks of the ancient world, surrounding the ancient mountain chains at a
certain distance. In Ehrenbergs Classification (Abhandlungen der Akad der Wiss. zu Berlin aus dom, J. 1832, s.
393-432), Coral-animals (often improperly called, in English works, Coral-insects) are divided into two great
classes: the single-mouthed Anthozoa, which...
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