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PREFATORY NOTE TO THE TEACHER Before the reading of this
oration is taken up for class work, the teacher should make a
careful study of that period of our history known as the
Formation of the Nation, which includes the controversy with
England, resistance leading to independence, and the struggle
for independence, in order to give a correct interpretation of this
great masterpiece. While this oration will appeal to the ordinary
reader, yet for a study of it, such as may be required for the
class-room, some preliminary work is essential. This critical
study should be of a two-fold character: first, the historical
foundations upon which the orator built his framework; second,
references to orations of others, similar in character, with which
portions of this oration may be compared and contrasted.
Outline For Class Reading The appreciation of a classic improves
with each...
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