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Admissions of Representatives From the States Lately in Rebellion, and the Present Condition of National Affairs,
in Senate, Mar We find in eleven States there is practically no government. We find that those States have
passed through the terrific trials of a civil war initiated by their people. This war has destroyed what were their
existing political institutions and changed their relations to the Union. It has left them in a condition in which it
becomes the duty of the Executive and Congress, acting under the plain provisions of the Constitution, to
guarantee to their people Republican forms of Government; in other words, in a condition which demands that
they shall be brought back to the relationships that were severed by the war. No matter how you may talk
about one side issue and another, this is the real and vital matter upon which the Nation is now called to pass.
Now coming down to the practical question we find that there are two great and opposing principles
antagonistic to each other upon which parties must divide. One or the other must triumph, and as a necessary
consequence, one or the other must surrender its views, or be defeated in the effort to maintain them. It is
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